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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is responsive to application 10/674734 filed on September 30, 2003. Claims 
1 -1 1 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Keohane 

et al. (US 2003/0236799 A1, "Keohane") in view of Moore et al. (US 5696975, "Moore"). 

Claim 1 

Keohane teaches a computer system downloading application programs to a computer 
device (see at least downloading and deleting applications Abstract) comprising: 
a computer system having a first data type table that stores application and file type 
associations (see at least 403, 405, 409 FIG.4 & associated text; 602, 605, 607 FIG.6 & 
associated text; paragraph [0009]); 

a system computer software routine that is used to determine which application is to be 
used for a given file type (see at least 403, 405, 409 FIG.4 & associated text; 602, 605, 
607 FIG.6 & associated text). 
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Keohane does not expressly disclose downloading said application programs from a 
removable storage (i.e., having application programs on removable storage); at least 
one removable memory module that can be inserted into the computer system such that 
the storage locations on the module become assessable to the computer system; an 
application program stored on the removable memory module; a second data type table 
stored on the removable memory module; said software routine combine the first and 
second data type table to form a virtual extension table that is used to determine which 
application is to be used for a given file type. 

However, Moore discloses a computer system having application programs stored on 
removeable storage (see at least 124, 126 FIG.6A & associated text); at least one 
removable memory module that can be inserted into the computer system such that the 
storage locations on the module become assessable to the computer system (see at 
least 112, 116, 118, 122, 120 FIG.6A & associated text); an application program stored 
on the removable memory module (see at least 124, 126 FIG.6A & associated text). 
Keohane and Moore are analogous art because they are both directed to downloading 
and installing applications. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
pertinent art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Moore 
into that of Keohane for the inclusion of a second data type table stored on the 
removable memory module and said software routine combine the first and second data 
type table to form a virtual extension table that is used to determine which application is 
to be used for a given file type. And the motivation for doing so would have been to 
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provide associated applications (from external sources such as the network or the 
removable storage) for executing certain file types residing on the computer system 
(see at least Keohane paragraph [0009]; Moore col. 1 :9-col. 2:60). 

Claim 2 

The rejection of base claim 1 is incorporated. Keohane further teaches wherein the 
application and file type associations are determined by a file name extension 
associated with a specific file type (see at least paragraph [0009]). 

Claim 3 

The rejection of base claim 1 is incorporated. Moore further teaches wherein the 
computer software routine determines the priority of associating an application and file 
type in the virtual table by giving first priority to any application installed after insertion of 
the removable memory module (see at least col. 1:45-60). 

Claim 4 

The rejection of base claim 3 is incorporated. Keohane further teaches wherein the 
computer software routine determines the priority of associating an application and file 
type in the virtual table by giving second priority to any application installed on recently 
connected removable memory modules with the more recently installed module given 
higher priority over subsequently installed memory modules (see at least paragraph 
[0010]). 
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Claims 5-11 

Claims recite limitations, which have been addressed in claims 1-4, therefore, are 
rejected for the same reasons as cited in claims 1-4. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chrystine Pham whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3702. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 8:30am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tuan Q. Dam can be reached on 571-272-3695. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. A 
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